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nothing* is provided but the grandeur and the power
of the bastards, Madame de Maintenon and Saint-Cyr,
the choice of the King's education and of the council
of the regency, by which M. le Due d'Orleans was to
be shorn of all authority to the advantage of M. le Due
du Maine,

1 remarked a sadness and a kind of indignation
which were painted upon all cheeks, as the reading
advanced, and which turned into a sort of tranquil
fermentation at the reading of the codicil, which was
entrusted to the Abbe Menguyt another conseiller.
The Due du Maine felt it and grew pale, for he was
solely occupied in looking at every face, and I in fol-
lowing his looks, and in glancing occasionally at M, le
Due d*Orleans.

The reading being finished, that prince spoke, cast-
ing his eyes upon all the assembly, uncovering himself,
and then covering himself again, and commencing by
a word of praise and of regret for the late King; after-
wards raising his voice, he declared that he had only
to approve everything just read respecting the educa-
tion of the King, and everything respecting an estab-
lishment so fine and so useful as that of Saint-Cyr;
that with respect to the dispositions concerning the
government of the state, he would speak separately of
those in the will and those in the codicil; that he could
with difficulty harmonise them with the assurances the
King, during the last days of his life, had given him;
that the King could not have understood the impor-
tance of what he had been made to do for the Due du
Maine since the council of the regency was chosen,
and M, du Maine's authority so established by the will,